
OUR LADY ACADEMY 

Return to School Plan 

Our Lady Academy (OLA) administration and staff have worked tirelessly to prepare the 

school for the safe return of our students. Following CDC and Mississippi State Department of 

Health recommendations, the following plan has been put in place to allow the safest 

environment possible for students, faculty, and staff. OLA will return to in-person instruction on 

Thursday, August 6, 2020. 

Sanitation All facilities were deep cleaned when school closed in March and have 

been sanitized daily since. Facilities will be deep cleaned once again 

before the opening of school. Daily sanitizing protocols will be 

continued including adding a janitorial member during the school day 

to perform regular and routine sanitation. Hand sanitizer dispensers 

have been installed in all classrooms and throughout the building. 

Students will sanitize their hands when entering and exiting the 

classroom. All classroom desks will be sanitized after each class period, 

and all buses will be sanitized after each bus route. Water bottle filling 

stations have been installed throughout the building. Students are 

encouraged to bring a CLEAR water bottle, filled with only water, to 

school. 

 

Mass As a Catholic school with the mission of teaching Catholic Christian 

doctrine, morals, and values along with forming intentional disciples, it 

is very important that our students attend Mass. For the time being, 

three grade levels will attend Mass in the church while the other three 

grade levels view the livestream of Mass. Parents, guardians, alumni, 

and others will be able to also view the livestream, but unfortunately 

will not be able to attend Mass with us. Students will wear the school 

issued face mask while attending Mass. 

 

Bus Students who ride one of our bus routes will be required to wear a mask 

on the bus and sit one student to a seat unless they are siblings. The bus 

will be sanitized after each route. A parent or guardian will need to 

remain with the student until he/she has been permitted to get on the 

bus. The bus driver will have a no-contact thermometer and will take the 

temperature of all students before entering the bus. A reading of 100.4° 

or higher on a no-contact thermometer is a fever, and the student will 

not be permitted on the bus.  

 



Face Masks Face masks are not required in the classrooms if proper distancing (6 ft. 

or more) is possible but will be used in all common areas. Common 

areas include, but are not limited to, hallways, the church, courtyard, 

etc. The school will provide one face mask per student. If social 

distancing of 6 ft. or more is not possible in the classroom, face masks 

will be worn. We prefer for face masks to be solid gray, maroon, white, 

or navy. Face masks may NOT contain any words other than Our Lady 

Academy or the name of the student’s church. Seniors may have “Class 

of 2021” monogrammed on their masks. Masks may not contain any 

vulgarities or references to drugs, alcohol, or tobacco. You may have 

your name/initials monogrammed in a small font on the side of the 

mask.  

 

Arrival to School When arriving to school, students will be able to go to their lockers and 

then immediately report to their first period class. Students may not 

congregate in the hallways, Commons, or courtyard. We are asking 

parents to bring your daughter to school between 8:00-8:20. If you must 

bring her before 8:00, she is to enter the double doors by the front office 

where she will have her temperature checked and then report to the 

Commons. Students arriving through carline from 8:00-8:20 will have 

their temperature checked before entering the building. Driving students 

will enter through the back gate between 8:00-8:20 where they will have 

their temperature taken before entering the building. 

 

Lunch We have added an additional lunch to our schedule to reduce the 

amount of students at lunch at any given time. Lunch is reduced from 50 

minutes to 30 minutes. Students may possibly have to eat lunch in their 

classroom. The logistics of lunch are still being sorted. We purchased 

new 8 foot rectangle tables for the Commons to allow for better 

distancing. We will have 6 students per table. Students will have 

assigned seating at lunch which is needed in case we need to contact 

families for COVID-19 exposure. Students must wear masks in the 

Commons when they are finished eating. 

 

Athletics and 

Extracurricular 

Activities 

All athletic teams and extracurricular activities will operate under the 

same social distancing and sanitation protocols as our classrooms. The 

Mississippi High School Activities Association (MHSAA) will make a 

decision about sporting events. Attendance at events may be limited; all 

social distancing guidelines will be enforced. Currently, MHSAA has 

pushed back the start of fall sports by two weeks. 

 



Visitors Visitors to campus will report to the front office per usual, but visitors 

will no longer be permitted to go beyond the front office and must wear 

a mask. We ask parents to either have their daughter purchase her lunch 

from the cafeteria or bring lunch with her in the morning. Lunches are 

not to be delivered to school after 8:20 am. 

Distance Learning In the event that we are required to temporarily close, we will continue 

to provide an outstanding Catholic education virtually. The OLA faculty 

will continue using the Canvas system and will attend additional 

professional development in August in the use of Canvas to become 

more proficient and to make the transition as seamless as possible. If 

parents request their student does not return to the traditional classroom 

setting, we will ask parents to commit to a specified time period, one 

semester, of distance learning. Students who participate in distance 

learning will not be able to participate in athletics or extracurricular 

activities. Full tuition will be required for distance learning. Home 

learners will commit to one semester. Students are expected to log into 

each class through the Canvas platform as the class is taking place; they 

will follow their schedule. The student handbook policies will be 

followed in terms of grading and assignments. Students participating in 

distance learning will wear their school uniform as they will be visible 

in their classes. Semester exams will be given and proctored to distance 

learners on campus. Evaluation will take place two weeks before the 

end of the semester to determine if the student will remain on distance 

learning for the second semester. 

Senior Lounge Unfortunately, we will not have a senior lounge this school year. We 

have rearranged furniture to make more room for students in the 

classroom. The former senior lounge has been turned into a classroom. 

Seniors will be able to eat in the courtyard on good weather days and in 

the gym on bad weather days. 

COVID-19 

Exposure Protocol 

Protocol for students/school personnel known to have been in contact 

with someone who has or has had COVID-19 are as follows: 

1. The student/school personnel will not attend school or activities 

for 14 days after the last contact with the affected individual. 

2. The student/school personnel must have been symptom free for 

the entirety of the 14 days. 

3. If the student/school personnel develops symptoms, then the 

individual will follow the guidelines for student/school 

personnel that has been infected. 

COVID-19 

Infection with 

Symptoms 

Protocol for student/school personnel who has been diagnosed with 

COVID-19 are as follows: 



1. Persons with COVID-19 who have symptoms and were directed 

to care for themselves at home may return to school under the 

following conditions: 

a. At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery 

defined as resolution of fever without the use of fever-

reducing medications and improvement in respiratory 

symptoms (cough, shortness of breath); and,  

b. At least 14 days have passed since symptoms first 

appeared. 

COVID-19 

Asymptomatic 

Infection 

Protocol for student/school personnel who has been diagnosed with 

COVID-19 but is asymptomatic is as follows: 

1. Persons with laboratory confirmed COVID-19 who have not had 

any symptoms and are directed to care for themselves at home 

may return to school under the following conditions: 

a. At least 14 days have passed since the date of first 

positive COVID-19 diagnostic test assuming subsequent 

symptoms have not developed since positive test results. 

COVID-19 

Student or Staff 

Test Positive 

Protocol 

Step 1: If an individual tests positive for COVID-19, he or she must 

immediately notify the principal of the positive test result and 

quarantine for 14 days. He or she must stay home for 14 days and have 

three consecutive fever free days without fever-reducing medication 

before returning to school. Every student/school personnel within close 

contact (less than 6 feet for more than 15 minutes) will be notified and 

instructed to quarantine for 14 days. The return to school verification 

form must be signed and returned before the student returns to school. 

Step 2: Any specific location within the school of the infected 

student/school personnel will be professionally deep cleaned for 

COVID-19 before students/school personnel return to that specific 

location. 

Step 3: If during the 14 day period two additional students/school 

personnel (in contact with the original student/school personnel) test 

positive for COVID-19, all classes in which the affected 

student(s)/school personnel attend, will move to virtual education for 14 

days. 

Step 4: If community spread is controlled, all students and teachers may 

return after 14 days quarantine and 3 days with no fever. If not, expand 

quarantine as defined in Step 3.  

 


