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Dear OLA Alumnae, 
 
Thank you  for all the many times 
you have supported Our Lady 
Academy!  We have asked you to 
help recently with our Robotics 

team, and you came through so generously.   Our        
Robotics team is now preparing to compete at the end of 
this month.   
 
In October of last year, we reached out to you to help us 
purchase Chromebooks for all of our students through 
the #IGiveCatholic program.  OLA received the most    
donations of any Catholic school in the Biloxi                
Diocese.  Through the iGiveCatholic and other donations, 
we will be able to purchase Chromebooks.    
 
Due to your support and participation in the Run for  
Mercy 5K event, we were able to re-establish the Mary 
Alice Benvenutti scholarship.  This scholarship will     
continue to assist students in receiving a Catholic        
education. 
 
These are just a few of the ways you all have supported 
OLA and we are truly grateful and proud of our Alumnae!    
“Giving is not about making a donation.  It is making a 
difference.”   Kathy Calvin 
 
Thank you, Alumnae  for making a difference in so many 
young women’s lives! 
 
Marilyn Pigott 

A Message from Principal  

Marilyn Pigott 

                                        
WOULD YOU BECOME  A                              

GUARDIAN ANGEL ? 
 

Would you consider being a Guardian 

Angel for an OLA  student? Anyone 

who donates $300 or more per year is     

considered a Guardian Angel.          

Donations may be paid annually,   

semiannually, quarterly, or monthly 

and they are tax  deductible.  All    

donations are made payable to Our 

Lady Academy.  

The  faculty, staff, students, and                    

families of OLA thank you for                                                

 your generous consideration. 

 

Click here 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

$75 Per Ticket  
Admits 2 Adults 

$6,000 Tuition or $3000 Cash Raffle 
$1 Basket Raffle  
Silent Auction 

Live Music by Dr. Rock & The Interns! 

Available Sponsorships 

Crescent Sponsorship includes 1 table  (seats 8) 
for $350.00 or 2 tables (seats 16) for $625.00.  Your 
logo will be included on the  OLA website and in 
all print and digital media advertisements. 
 
Alumnae Sponsorship includes 2 tables (seats 16) 
for $600.00 plus 16 OLA souvenir cups, 16 drink 
tickets and class recognition. 
 
Major Sponsorship includes 3 tables (seats 24) for 
$1,500.00 includes 24 souvenir cups, 24 drink tickets 
and recognition as a Major Sponsor on the OLA 
website, all  signage and in all print and digital 
media advertisements. 

To complete your sponsorship form click on this link:  
https://goo.gl/forms/2WsDTNvPn1fvMr4z1 

Contact Leigh Chapman’92 for more information:  228-467-7048     

or leigh.chapman@ourladyacademy.com   

Join us for our 
7th Annual   

Crescent Crawfish Boil 

Friday, May 3, 2019  
7:00 to 11:00 p.m.                                 

Our Lady of the Gulf             
Crab Fest Grounds 

Click here to update your alum info! 
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 Jobs, Moves, Accomplishments and Happenings 

Many thanks to all who have sent us their exciting alumnae news.  Please tell us about your news by emailing 

ola.alumnae@ourladyacademy.com and update your information by linking directly to the questionnaire on the                                      

Your Lady Academy, My Lady Academy, Our Lady Academy picture located on the front cover of this edition. 

Bridget Dabkowski Byfield '76 earned a Bachelor of Social and Rehabilitative Services at USM in 1980 and a Master’s in Public       

Administration in 2012.  She is currently employed by the Dept. of Human Services Child Welfare in Eugene, Oregon.  She is married 

to Clyde Byfield and she has four "children" ages 33, 31, 28 and 26.  “Although I only had the honor of attending OLA in my Junior 

and Senior years, I was welcomed into a tight knit community and remember those days with fondness.” 

Tish Haas Williams ‘76 is the Executive Director of the Hancock Chamber of Commerce.  She also manages Partners for Stennis &        

Michoud and the Hancock Community Development Foundation.  Her twin daughters, Georgia and Tricia graduated from OLA in           

2015 and will soon graduate from Ole Miss. Her mother Myrt wrote and composed the Alma Mater. 

Vickie Schmersahl ‘77 has been working at the Michoud Assembly Facility since 1983.  “I absolutely loved being at OLA. It is a 

great school, best teachers in the State that care about their students.  I was pretty hardheaded but they stayed the course!” 

Elizabeth Lagarde Bosarge ‘78 has received her Master’s in Special Education.  “I have taught the severe/profound special education 

population for 23 years at Bay High School.” 

J’Don Bunol ‘78 is a registered nurse of 22 years currently and is working in Labor and Delivery at Memorial Hospital in Gulfport, 

MS. This year will make 41 years of marriage to Ed Bunol.  She has one son Brandon who will be getting married in April and        

graduating for UMMC Medical School in May. 

Missy Treutel Schmidt ‘79 is Development Director for Archangel Radio, an EWTN affiliate in Fairhope, AL.  She also coordinates 

the Christ the King perpetual Eucharistic adoration chapel with over 1000 walk-in adorers weekly. 

Anne Schott, MD ‘81 is a physician in the specialty of  medical oncology, with a focus on patient care and research in breast cancer          

treatment.  She is the Associate Director for Clinical Research at the Rogel Cancer Center, which is a part of the University of Michigan.  

“OLA gave me a solid educational and moral foundation, and strong female friendships that continue to this day.  At OLA, I learned           

it was OK to strive for the whole package: career, family, and life balance!” 

Jackie Sotak ‘85 attended the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, majored in Paralegal Studies and minored in English.    

She is a Paralegal for Franke & Salloum, PLLC, located in Gulfport, for 29 years.  “I attribute my success to Mrs. Mary Alice Benvenutti, 

deceased, for giving me a strong, English background.” 

Lori Heavey Hurley ‘89 completed her Master’s in Marriage and Family Therapy in 1997, and worked as a Child and Family Thera-

pist for several years, before becoming a stay at home Mom to her five children.  She is currently actively involved in Scouts, BSA 

organization, (formerly, Boy Scouts of America) with her children and is preparing for her next adventure with the Scouts, hiking 

Mount Fuji! “You can find me either in the gym, or out in the woods with my Scouts.” 

Shannon Torregano ‘89 has been an Accountant/Auditor at the MS State Fire Academy in Jackson, MS, for 20 years now.  She has 

also been a Catechist in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program, Level 1, at St. Jude Catholic Church in Pearl, MS, for 10 

years.  “I am so thankful to my parents for giving me 12 years of Catholic education!” 

Jessica Strickland McMichael, DDS ‘97 is a mom of 4, married to Ty McMichael, and is a dentist in Pass Christian. 

Melissa Chapoton Ridgeway ‘02 is currently a Math Instructional Specialist supporting K-5 teachers in Gwinnett County Public       

Schools.  She became interested in education after receiving a BA in Political Science and a BA in Economics. “It was working                 

with OLA’s own Susan Gelpi after college that helped me change career paths and pursue a Masters in Elementary Education.” 

Ashton Johnson McEachern ‘03 graduated from the University of Mississippi in 2007 and resides in Bossier City with her husband         

and two children.  She is the Vice President of Human Resources for two casinos in Northwest Louisiana.  “OLA helped prepare me for 

college through its challenging curriculum and through the teachers’ high expectations.  Being in an all-girl environment surrounded by 

highly motivated young ladies created a competitive environment.  The competitive mindset has helped drive my career success.”                                                             

                                                              Continued on back cover 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/99e050_08a23cafe38e4b63bd7b668500985b25.pdf
https://goo.gl/forms/2WsDTNvPn1fvMr4z1
https://goo.gl/forms/utENGIbHepAi3twI3
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I am Denise Powell a fourth-year medical student at the 

University of Mississippi Medical Center, and a member 

of OLA Class of 2011.   

 

As a late transfer to OLA in 2009, I immediately found 

my second family in the Cross-Country, Track, and   

Basketball teams and learned life-long lessons.  Through 

college, medical school, and my recent stint in the world 

of journalism, I’ve stuck to the motto Coach Raybourn 

gave before one of our State Cross-Country meets, “give 

it your all; remember the boiling point of water is 212, 

not 211.”  Since then, I’ve been giving it my all in      

everything.   

 

Currently, I am working at CNN News Health Unit and 

will be graduating medical school in May 2019.  I also 

worked for ABC News this past summer in NY.  After     

graduation, I plan to go into pediatrics to serve           

underrepresented and underserved communities and    

continue using the life lessons and wisdom OLA         

provided me with.  

Class of 2011 Spotlight  

Denise Elaine Powell 

Hannah Wikoff 
My name is Hannah Wikoff and I am an alumna of the OLA 

Class of 2011. I am a second year medical student at William 

Carey University  College of Osteopathic Medicine in    

Hattiesburg, MS. Before starting medical school I earned a   

BA in Biology from the University of Mississippi and an MS 

from the University of Mississippi Medical Center.  

 

In between studying and lecture hours, I serve as the vice    

president of my campus’s OBGYN interest group and am an 

active student  member of the Mississippi State Medical     

Association. The education that I received at OLA empowered 

me to consider a career in healthcare. My favorite classes were 

always Mrs. Cranford’s Biology and Chemistry courses! I hope 

to pay it forward someday by pursuing a residency in obstetrics 

and gynecology and encouraging other women in medicine. 

My name is Erin Gibson and I graduated from OLA in 2011. Thanks 

to my education at OLA, I really can’t say enough positive things 

about how prepared I was going into college.  Nursing school was 

the greatest obstacle I have ever overcome. It was so difficult but so 

worth it. It just reinforced the fundamentals OLA had taught me at a 

younger age - the importance of a good work ethic, a good support 

system, and a strong faith.  

 

I graduated from nursing school in December of 2015 and passed the 

NCLEX nursing boards. I would never have had the inner strength, 

confidence, and independence to have accomplished these dreams if 

it had not been for my high school years at OLA. This school really 

gave me the best foundation for my future, and for that I’m eternally 

grateful! 

Erin Gibson  
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Samantha Greer ‘06 graduated from Columbia College Chicago in 2010 with a degree in Television Writing and Production. After       

stints living and working in Chicago, Los Angeles, and back home on the Gulf Coast, Samantha is currently braving the wild winter of   

Detroit, Michigan, where she works for a steel manufacturing company and sees a lot of hockey. “Check out my hockey podcast,             

Stick to Tape!” 

 

Whitney G. Lyons-Thomas DMD ‘06 is a Board-Certified Pediatric Dentist practicing in Atlanta, GA. Due to Hurricane Katrina, she 

moved to Georgia where she obtained a Bachelor of Science and a Doctor of Dental Medicine (D.M.D.) degree. “OLA helped me to 

graduate in the top 10 in college, provided me the foundation to learn an immense amount of information in a short amount of time, and 

helped me to be able to apply that information to my patients on a daily basis. OLA is a phenomenal school and has instilled in me the 

values to be a great doctor, mother, and wife.” 

Lauren Felter ‘09 graduated from LSU in 2013 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Mass Communication. After graduation, she began    

working in the admissions office at LSU.  She now serves as the Assistant Director of Admissions and CRM Administrator. She       

received her Master’s Degree from LSU in 2015 in Leadership and Workforce Development.  “Mrs. Cranford made a great impact on 

my education. She always believed in and supported all of her students in a non-judgmental manner.” 

Cady Reinhart Wolf ‘09 currently lives in Diamondhead with her husband. She received a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from the  

University of Southern Mississippi.  She is a teacher with the Biloxi Public School District.  

Hannah Anderson ‘10 after graduating from the University of St Andrews with a joint degree in Art History and English in 2014, 

moved to Los Angeles. She currently works in Influencer and Experiential Marketing for companies in Tech, Home Appliance, 

Social Networking, and Television. “One of the craziest projects I worked on to date was creating a giant inflatable dishwasher 

water park for our client, that we popped up in the streets of New York for three weekends in August! It was almost as stressful as 

intramurals!” 

Haleigh Treutel ‘10 graduated from the University of Mississippi in 2015 and is now working in finance in Washington, DC. 

Jamie Cox ‘15, Valedictorian will graduate in Chemical Engineering from the University of Mississippi in May.  She is a provost 

scholar, a member of Kappa Delta Sorority, Phi Kappi Phi and Tau Beta Pi honor societies.  She has accepted a position with  

ExxonMobil in Houston, Texas. 

Continued                      Jobs, Moves, Accomplishments and Happenings  

OLIVIA GELPI  COMMITS TO THE 

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA AT 

LAFAYETTE 

- Student News at OLA - 

Olivia Gelpi signed her Letter of Intent 

to the University of Louisiana in     

Lafayette (ULL).  The Ragin’ Cajuns 

are getting one of Mississippi’s top 

soccer players with 27 goals, 10     

assists in 20 games. Olivia will major 

in Mechanical Engineering. Olivia is 

the daughter of Gus and Susan Gelpi. 

Kati Albright signed a Letter of  

Intent to play golf for Milsaps    

College under the leadership of 

Coach Andrew MacBean. She has 

played for the Crescents since 7th 

grade and lettered 6 years. Kati is 

the daughter of  Kenneth and Sandy 

Albright. 

 KATI ALBRIGHT         

COMMITS TO  

MILSAPS COLLEGE 

 KENNADY HERTZ  

RECEIVES PRESIDENT’S 

VOLUNTEER AWARD 

Senior Kennady Hertz has been honored 

for her exemplary volunteer services with 

a President’s Volunteer Service Award.  

This award recognizes Americans of all 

ages who have volunteered significant 

amounts of their time to serve their    

communities and their country.  Kennady 

is the daughter of  Lee and Betsy Hertz. 

- OLA Class of 1989 Reunion - 
Let's celebrate our 30th Class reunion!  Saturday, June 29th 7-10 p.m.

Cuz's Old Town Oyster Bar & Grill - 108 South Beach Blvd  
Sunday Mass at OLG Church 10:30 a.m. 

Contact Schoen at 228-297-6664 or Bonnie at 228-596-7984 for more info. 


